
Career Education 

and Student Grades



Purpose

• With the recent implementation of the 

NSSRS Student Grades Template, the 

Nebraska Department of Education is 

now collecting sufficient student-level 

information to soon allow for the 

calculation of nearly all federal Perkins 

accountability measures “in-house”.



Benefits

• Decrease the reporting burden on 

school districts

• Provide for increased reliability in 

Perkins accountability data

• Harness the power of a student-level 

records system to automate state and 

federal reports



Responsibility

• In some ways, this shift magnifies the 

responsibility placed on school districts 

to accurately submit Student Grades 

data via the NSSRS

– The quality of student-level data will have 

a direct impact on programmatic 

decisions, federal and state 

accountability reports, and, ultimately, 

funding



Facts

• CTE Concentrators/Participant Identification

– Currently, school district report via the Program 
Facts Template of the NSSRS Career Education 
participation status directly

– For every CTE student, using the Programs Code 
and Participation Info Code, the district would 
identify the appropriate career cluster and 
participation threshold

– Current standard – relaxed standard – complete 
3 courses within any one CTE cluster area (9-12)
• In effect through 2015-2016 school year



Facts



Facts

– With the advent of the Student Grades 
Template of the NSSRS Career Education 
participation status can be extracted and 
calculated in-house
• Upon completion of the 2016-2017 academic 

year, CTE concentrators will be identified using the 
revised state model POS course sequences 
developed by NCE

• Students beginning grade 9 in the 2013-2014 
school year will be the first cohort of CTE students 
subject to new standard

– Best resource for identifying POS course sequences, 
course standards, and NDE course codes

– http://cestandards.education.ne.gov/

http://cestandards.education.ne.gov/


Facts

– In some ways, this represents a new standard 
for a student to meet the CTE Concentration 
status
• A more rigorous standard

• Students completing the a State Model Program of 
Study course sequence will be considered a CTE 
Concentrator

– Not just any 3 CTE courses within a Career Cluster

• This information will be extracted from NSSRS using 
Student Grades templates submitted over the 
course of 9-12 career

• In effect for NSSRS reporting for 2016-2017 school 
year (*implications for 2013-2014)



Facts

• Program of Study Identification
– Effective immediately, identification of 

district-offered State Model POS will be 
extracted “in-house” from NSSRS using both 
the initial and revised POS course sequences
• 2012-2013 POS reports will use both sequences

• Beginning in 2013-2014, only the revised POS 
sequences will be used to extract district POS 
offerings

– District-offered POS identified using NSSRS 
Student Grades template information
• Course codes submitted by districts at student-

level



POS Course Sequences

Initial (Old) – April 2010 Revised (New) – Fall 2012



POS Course Sequences

• Initial (old) POS course sequences: 

– http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Acco

untability/Secondary/PDFs/StateModelPO

SGuide.pdf

• Revised (new) POS course sequences:

– http://cestandards.education.ne.gov/

http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Accountability/Secondary/PDFs/StateModelPOSGuide.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Accountability/Secondary/PDFs/StateModelPOSGuide.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Accountability/Secondary/PDFs/StateModelPOSGuide.pdf
http://cestandards.education.ne.gov/


Thank you for your time.

Matt Hastings

Data + Research Specialist

Nebraska Career Education 

Nebraska Department of Education

matt.hastings@nebraska.gov

402.471.3104

Resources from this presentation can be found at

http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Accountability/Secondary/PDFs/POSMemo.pdf

http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Accountability/Secondary/PDFs/StateModelPOSGuide.pdf

http://cestandards.education.ne.gov/

http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Accountability/Secondary/PDFs/POSMemo.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/nce/Accountability/Secondary/PDFs/StateModelPOSGuide.pdf
http://cestandards.education.ne.gov/

